Columbus Good Conduct Policy
GOVERNED BY THE IOWA CODE

Iowa Code governs the Columbus Good Conduct Policy.  Iowa Code states that students participating in co-curricular activities shall commit themselves to meet the standards of this code. The Columbus Community School District School Board of has approved the following rules and policies.

PHILOSOPHY BEHIND POLICY

It is a privilege and an honor to participate in co-curricular activities at the Columbus Community Schools. These activities can add a great deal to a student's education by promoting good citizenship and moral character, developing discipline and skills necessary to personal success and well being, and promoting the image and identity of the school and community. 

Students who choose to participate in co-curricular activities must conduct themselves appropriately at all times both on school grounds and away from the school. The responsibility of good conduct is an extension of the responsibility to represent the school and community in an appropriate manner.

The administration may declare a student ineligible to participate in an activity when the conduct of that student has been determined to be contrary to or in violation of the established rules and regulations set out in the policy.

STUDENT AGREEMENT

Before participation in any activity is permitted, all students who wish to participate in co-curricular activities shall receive a copy of the Good Conduct Code and shall sign an agreement indicating that they have received a copy of the Good Conduct Code.

PARENT AGREEMENT

Before participation in any activity is permitted, all parents who wish to have their child participate in co-curricular activities shall receive a copy of the Good Conduct Code and shall sign an agreement indicating that they have read and understand the rules, penalties, and due process procedures of the Good Conduct Code.

APPLICABLE ACTIVITY PROGRAMS

The Good Conduct Code applies to all co-curricular activities, including:

· All athletics;

· All activity-sponsored events and clubs that are not required for their grade.

DEFINITIONS
· Competition/performance means a specific event that is a component of a co-curricular program whether it be a contest, a social activity (such as a dance sponsored by a club or elected group), a performance, a school sponsored trip that is part of the co-curricular activity, etc.

· Offense occurs when a student is determined by a school official to have violated the Good Conduct Code. Such violations shall be counted cumulatively from year to year (grades 9-12), regardless of the specific portion of the Good Conduct Code that is violated. Any offense(s) occurring under the district's previous policy shall count cumulatively toward any offense(s) under this Good Conduct Code. Junior High school students must also abide by this Good Conduct Code. However, any violations incurred prior to ninth grade will not be carried forward to ninth grade.

· Possession - With regard to alcohol, drugs, simulated controlled substances, and tobacco, possession shall mean under the actual control of or on the student's person, contained in property under the student's personal control, or accessible to the student and the student has knowledge of the prohibited substance's presence.

· A week shall be defined as seven calendar days.

· Dead Weeks – Dead weeks are weeks between seasons (or Christmas vacation) where practice can be occurring but there is no competition during that time. 

· Year, as it is used in this policy means one calendar year from the time of the offense.
APPLICATION OF THE GOOD CONDUCT CODE

This code impacts all co-curricular activities in which a student participates. If a student is participating in multiple co-curricular activities at the time the student loses privileges under this policy, the loss of privileges shall apply to all activities.

If the violation occurs during a time when the student is involved in an activity or many activities, the penalty shall begin as soon as the violation is processed.  If the violation occurs prior to the competition season the student wishes to participate, the penalty begins the day of the first competition.

If, at the time of the violation, the student is not currently participating in an athletic activity or any activity, the student's period of ineligibility shall apply to the first co-curricular activity or activities in which the student participates. 

If the period of time between a violation (excluding a 4th violation) and an activity is twelve calendar months or more, the student shall not serve an ineligibility period for that violation.

A disciplinary action may carry over from one activity to another and may carry over from one school year to the next.

If a student has been given a good conduct penalty prior to a specific sport season beginning, the student must begin that sport on the first practice date.  Following that first practice date, the student will not be allowed to come out for the sport.  This provision does not apply to activities.

If a student transfers into the district from another district and is in good standing and was out for the sport at the previous school, that student will be allowed to join and participate.

Once a student has begun their code of conduct penalty period, they must remain a member of the team in good standing for the entire season.  If the student fails to complete the season, the penalty period will be voided and begin again with the next activity the student participates in.  

VIOLATIONS

Violations of the Good Code include, but are not limited to, the following examples of prohibited conduct and actions.

Students shall not:

· Sell, buy, manufacture, distribute, possess, use, or be under the influence of illegal drugs, controlled substances, imitation controlled substances or drug paraphernalia.  

· Assault, or physically abuse or harm any person at school, or during school activities, or coming to and/or going from school or a school activity.

· Be arrested for an aggravated or felonious offense.

· Possess, use, or threaten to use any instrument that is generally considered a weapon or an imitation weapon or an explosive.

· Damage, destroy, vandalize, or steal school property and/or personal property of employees, students, visitors to the school, or district patrons.

· Possess, use, or be under the influence of alcoholic beverages, and use, possess, and/or transmit tobacco or imitation substances, regardless of the student's age.

· Participate in conduct that is illegal (i.e. drinking alcohol or other consuming illegal substances, or knowingly remaining in a place where such activity is occurring) whether or not an arrest or conviction occurs, except simple misdemeanor traffic violations.

CLARIFICATION OF GOOD CONDUCT VIOLATION:

A student being in the presence of the illegal consumption of alcohol or other illegal substances will put the student in jeopardy of violating the Good Conduct Policy.  If a student finds herself/himself in the presence of alcohol or other illegal substances, leave immediately.

DETERMINATION OF VIOLATION

When it comes to the attention of school officials that a student is suspected of violating the Columbus Community Schools' Good Conduct Policy or the rules of a specific co-curricular activity, the administration (usually Activities Director) will determine whether the allegation is true.  Prior to making the final determination that there has been a violation, the Activities Director will perform an appropriate investigation and the alleged student shall be given an opportunity to respond to the allegations.  

The Columbus Community School District may determine that there has been a violation of its Good Conduct Code whether or not criminal charges have been filed, whether a student's trial is pending, or whether or not the student is found guilty by a court of law as long as there is reasonable evidence to support the finding of a Good Conduct Code violation.

When the determination is made that a student has violated the Columbus Good Conduct Code, the Activities Director shall apply the appropriate penalty. The student and his/her parent(s) will be asked to meet with the Activities Director to discuss the investigation and rationale for imposing the appropriate penalty.  The student and parent(s) shall be informed in writing of this decision (the nature of the violation and the determination of the penalty).  The student and parents will be contacted and a meeting established within two school days of the outcome determination.

VIOLATION PENALTIES

The penalties listed below are for specific violations of the Good Conduct Code. Violations not specifically listed will result in similar consequences.  The penalty shall be imposed as soon as possible following the Activities Director’s determination of a violation.

First Offense: A student whose violation of the Good Conduct Code constitutes a first offense will be ineligible to participate in all co-curricular activities for three (3) weeks, with the beginning date being the first competition date.

Second Offense: A student whose violation of the Good Conduct Code constitutes a second offense will be ineligible to participate in all co-curricular activities for seven (7) weeks, with the beginning date being the first competition date.

Third Offense: A student whose violation of the Good Conduct Code constitutes a third offense will be ineligible to participate in all co-curricular activities for fifteen (15) weeks, with the beginning date being the first competition date.

Fourth Offense: A student whose violation of the Good Conduct Code constitutes a fourth offense will be prohibited from participating in co-curricular activities for the remainder of the student's high school career.

Self-Reporting: Self-Reporting of guilt is encouraged as a character building action.  There is one (1) week reduction of the penalty for self-reporting through the 3rd offense. Self-reporting must occur before any reasonable evidence is found to determine that a Code of Conduct violation may have occurred.

Counseling:  Counseling can provide the guidance to help ensure life changes for the future.  In any case, there is no reduction for completing counseling.  

During 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Offense, the student must participate in practice or rehearsal during the period of ineligibility; however, the student shall not be permitted to dress for or participate in the contest/performance.  The student is expected to travel with the team.  If an ineligible student does not complete the activity or is removed due to violation of practice/activity rules prior to the completion of the period of ineligibility, the penalty or remainder of the penalty will be attached to the next activity in which the student go out.

Expulsion Involved:  A penalty that involves the expulsion of the student supersedes the penalties of ‘Good Conduct Code’, but counts as an offense of the Good Conduct Code. If a student is expelled, the student will not be allowed to participate for the comparable period of time in any co-curricular activity, including practices, meetings, and competitions/ performances and will be denied all school transportation to or from such practices, meetings and/or competitions/performances for the duration of the expulsion.

STUDENT TRANSFERS

If a student transfers in from another school district and the student has not completed a period of ineligibility for a violation of a Good Conduct Code rule in the previous school district, the student shall remain ineligible until the period of time designated by the previous school district is completed.

STUDENT APPEAL

A student may contest the Activities Director’s determination of a violation and/or the penalty imposed for a violation of the Good Conduct Code.  All appeal hearings shall be informal and a student must be accompanied by his/her parent(s) or guardian.

The decision of the Activities Director regarding a violation may be appealed to the principal. The appeal to the principal shall be in writing and delivered to the principal or the principal's secretary within five (5) school days of receipt of the athletic director decision. The appeal to the principal shall specify the reasons for the appeal and all supporting information and facts. The principal shall review the results of the investigation conducted by the Activities Director and the student's objections within five (5) school days of receipt of the written request for appeal. The principal shall provide a written decision to the Activities Director, the student and/or the student's parents within five (5) days of considering the appeal. When student behavior results in a first offense of the Good Conduct Code, the principal's decision will be final and no further appeal will be allowed.

When student behavior results in a second violation of the Good Conduct Code, the decision of the appeal to the principal may be appealed to the superintendent. The appeal to the superintendent shall be in writing and delivered to the superintendent or the superintendent's secretary with five (5) school days of receipt of the principal's decision. The appeal to the superintendent shall specify the reasons for the appeal and all supporting information and facts. The superintendent shall review the results of the investigation conducted by the principal and the student's objections with five (5) school days of receipt of the written request for appeal. The superintendent shall provide a written decision to the principal, the student and/or the student's parents within five (5) days of considering the appeal. When student behavior results in a second offense of the Good Conduct Code, the superintendent's decision will be final and no further appeal will be allowed.

When student behavior results in a third or fourth violation of the Good Conduct Code, the appeal to the superintendent may be appealed to the Board of Education or a committee appointed by the Board.  Such appeal shall be filed within five (5) school days after the receipt of the superintendent's decision.  A student may be represented by legal counsel in any hearing before the District's Board of Directors or a committee appointed by the Board. The decision of whether the appeal will be heard by the Board or a committee of the Board will be made at the sole discretion of the Board. The committee of the Board shall be comprised of three Board members appointed by the Board.  A hearing then shall be held as soon as reasonably practical before the Board or the committee. The decision of the Board or the committee shall be final.  During the appeal process, the student shall remain ineligible pending a decision of the student's appeal, unless otherwise directed by the Superintendent or the Board.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Students participating in school activities must be in school the one-half day preceding an activity (practice, game or event) on the day of the event in order to participate in the school activity.  High school and junior high school students must be in attendance beginning Period-5.  Medical appointments, dental appointments, and illness are excusable if the principal so deems.  The principal has the sole discretion in determining whether an absence will be excused.  If the building principal is gone, the acting principal will make the decision.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

Each school year, students participating in athletics are required to provide a school district physical examination form signed by the student's doctor and parent, prior to the student's participation in any sport.  Failure to provide this form makes the student ineligible.  Students who cannot afford the cost of the physical examination should contact the coach of their sport.

OTHER ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

All students in grades 7-12 open enrolling into the school district shall not be eligible for participation in athletic activities during the first ninety (90) days of enrollment into the school district.

Special education students or students covered by a Section 504 plan shall not be denied eligibility on the basis of scholarship if the student if making adequate progress as determined by the staffing team
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